FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
WHO:

FISH Hospitality Pantries and The Carpetbag Theatre

WHAT:
Hospitality Pantries “Bread and Art” 
WHEN:

August 18 and 21 at 7:00 p.m.
WHERE:
The Knoxville Botanical Gardens

Hospitality Pantries Bread and Art presents The Hungry Heart, a play written by Hospitality Pantries Community Organizer, Beth Carroll Hunley, based on real experiences of volunteers and guests at the FISH Northwest Hospitality Pantry.  This performance incorporates drama, dance, music, and song, and draws from real life stories of hunger and poverty and the changing dynamics of the South.  The play is set at the Northwest FISH Hospitality Pantry, and illustrates the creation of community across race, ethnicity, culture, religion, and economic circumstances and language barriers.  

Hospitality Pantries is partnering with the Carpetbag Theatre to produce the piece as part of the “Homegrown in the Garden” Project in Knoxville.  This community performance will include both professional actors and community residents.   It will be presented on the stage of the Stone Green House at the Knoxville Botanical Garden and Arboretum at 2743 Wimpole Avenue, five minutes from downtown Knoxville.  Directions to the Botanical Garden are available on the Web site KNOXGARDEN.ORG.  

Beth Carroll Hunley is a community organizer with 20 years of experience and has received awards for her work across racial, class, and ethnic lines.  Beth has written for the Catholic press and area publications on issues of poverty, justice, and peace.  She also wrote The Punishing of Willie Jake Giles, a play about the death penalty and the racism surrounding it, which was produced by Carpetbag Theatre, and performed at Carousel Theatre in Knoxville, the Johnson Theatre in the Center for Performing Arts in Nashville, and the Little Theatre in Chattanooga.

The play will contain original music by Anne Trisler, Deborah Phillips, and Mark Reda.    Anne is a poet and musician whose work has appeared in national publications; Deborah, Hunger Action Enabler for the Presbytery of East Tennessee and Director for Special Events for Hospitality Pantries, has a background in sacred music and choral experience; Mark plays guitar and dulcimer, composes, and performs in church and other venues.   

The Carpetbag Theatre, Inc. (CBT), founded in 1969 and chartered in 1970, is a professional, multigenerational ensemble company dedicated to the production of new works.   Its mission is to give artistic voice to the issues and dreams of people who have been silenced by oppression. CBT serves communities by returning their stories to them with honesty, dignity, and concern for the aesthetic of that particular community, helping culturally specific communities to redefine how they organize. 

The company works in partnership with other community artists, activists, cultural workers, storytellers, leaders and people who are creating original works through collaboration in a style based in storytelling and song.  Carpetbag’s Artistic Director and Playwright, Linda Parris Bailey is directing The Hungry Heart.
FISH Hospitality Pantries (a.k.a. Hospitality Pantries, Inc.), an all-volunteer, 501(c) 3 organization, is the largest provider of food relief packages to hungry Knoxville families.  Its pantries are located in neighborhoods where the greatest concentration of poverty exists to be accessible to people most in need.  We opened our first food relief pantry in 1986.  Its mission is to ensure that all Knoxville families have the food and nutrition that they need to thrive—to make sure that no one goes hungry in Knoxville.  FISH Hospitality Pantries provides more food packages to hungry Knoxvillians than all other Knoxville pantries combined.
